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TJ4E U/E/ITHER-
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate that It

will be fair, with rising temperature and varia¬
ble winds. '

Turkey Is arming to the teeth, for
the Macedonian cry of insurrection has
been heard.

The State analyst says that the "L"
oil is not as sworn to, and he probably
doesn't wonder that it is sworn at.

La Duse has sailed for this country,
and will arrive in time to play the
deuce with the divine Sarah's Jealous
temper.

Chicago's boodlers are triumphant,
and are asking her what she is going
to do about it. And she says she
doesn't know.

Dr. Parkhurst wants New York Lex-
owed again on the subject of Consoli¬
dation. Perhaps he wants Mr. Piatt
investigated.

Senator Thurston doesn't seem to
have left enough of his colleague "Wol-
cott's arguments to make one anti-
Jingo bomb of.

Mr. Pierce and his choice collection
of chains and whips may perhaps make
a very unfavorable impression upon
the Grand Jury.

Speaker Fish wants it understood
that he is entered in the race for the
Governorship. He means to be early
at the starting post.

The reform Mayor of Rochester has
declared in favor of liberal Sunday
laws. So would the reform Mayor of
New York, if he dared.

The Yale-boys have been painting
New Haven so blue that that good
lady who gave a bad opinion of them
a while ago is likely to renew it.

The legislators are defying the Gov¬
ernor. Bills representing a million dol¬
lars have been passed through the first
stage since he called for economy.

The Yonkers murder shows that not
a moment is to be lost in settling the
tramp question. The State owes secu¬

rity of person and property to its citi-

zei)S.
iNC THE SFqilS.

it pretty clear that in the
break-up which is to come when Rus¬
sia descends in her might to the Golden
Horn and the Dardanelles, and when
the city which Constantine founded is
aa«.in placed under Christian control,
England is to preserve Egypt. This

ill be an important fact.if, as the
diplomats say, it is "accomplished".
foi* it wjll show that the great Powers
have arranged everything according to
the well-worn theory of "compensa¬
tions," and that the agreement be¬
tween Russia and Turkey was no se¬

cret to Lord Salisbury. Unable to
maintain her former proud attitude in
the Mediterranean, Britannia has prob¬
ably been compelled to admit her two
most formidable rivals to the field of

operations there which she was wont
to consider exclusively her own. Rather
than run the risk of a crushing blow
to her prestige, she has acceded to
their programme, on condition that

they do not disturb her in Lower
Egypt, her granary of the future, and
that they allow her to carry on her
operations in Uganda, which will en¬

able her by and by to put herself in
full possessfon of that Upper Egypt
which she once tried in vain to con¬

quer.
Russia evidently means to take and

been the subject of so many battles,
setting.the Constantinople which has
been the subject of so many battles;
the despair of so many sovereigns.
The Greek cross will go up once more

above the dome of Saint Sophia, and
the nasal chanting of the Byzantine
priests will be heard in the edifice
where "Abdul the Damned" now goes
tremblingly, in perpetual fear of as¬

sassination, to hurry through what he
Is pleased to call his devotions. France,
it is said, will have that Syria where
she already has established so many
business interests; and it is believed
that France and Russia together will
appear as the guardians of the Holy
Land.and particularly of Jerusalem.
It has long been one of the strangest
features of Europe's tolerance of the
Turk that the great Christian nations
have allowed that barbarian to remain
):i full possession of the venerated
sites of our Christian religion, and of
the tomb3 of its founders. The integ¬
rity of the Ottoman Empire has been
considered by England ahd some other

nations as more sacred than the grotto
at Bethlehem. But those days are now

passing away; the Franco-Russian al¬
liance will drive out the infidel,, and in
doing so will inflict a fatal blow upon
Turkish prestige.

If England retains Egypt, and if she
keeps Gibraltar apd Malt." at the end
of the "partition," she ought to con¬

sider herself very lucky indeed. She
will act wisely in at once relinquishing
her aggressive campaign on tnV< Con¬
tinent, which can bring her oni/ a

.accession of broils and annoyar

and devoting herself exclusively to

strengthening- her hold on Egypt and

piercing with great highways the dark¬
ness of the fertile African Continent.
America will regard her progress in

Africa without jealousy, and with a

sincere desire for her prosperity. She
can even look forward with equanimity
to the time when England will draw
her supply of cereals from the land of
the Pharaohs. Let her have her route
to India undisturbed, Suez Canal and
all. But let her leave the interoceanic
canals and the gold fields and the

mighty rivers of this Continent to

Americans.

It is to be hoped that no satiric for¬
eign observer may get hold of the res¬

olution of. the Health Board, disap¬
proving the use in common of knives,
forks and spoons in any public place.

MR. PLATT ANSWERED.
Mr. Thomas C. Piatt's request for in¬

formation as to why the Republican
party can't "get together" in this
State has been answered with surpris¬
ing promptness, and his charges of
fraud in the reform administration
have been met with robust denial.

Mayor Strong even goes so far as to
offer $1,500, in three purses of $500 each,
if the President of the United States
Express Company will prove his state¬
ments that bribery and corruption have

played any part in the conduct of mu¬

nicipal affairs under the present ad¬
ministration. Mr. Lauterbach says that
he thinks he will be entitled to some of
the Mayor's money; and that "within
two or three days" he will make public
a list of persons who have been ap¬
proached with bribes in the form of
lucrative positions to betray the "reg¬
ular" or Platt-Lauterbach Republican
organization.
Meanwhile the Tribune, John E. Mil-

holland and William Brookfleld, whom
Mr. Piatt named as the principal bolt¬
ers, have informed him "where they're
going to bolt to," "what they are going
to bolt for," and why they can't "get
together" with Piatt and his fol¬
lowing. The Tribune goes into Mr.
Piatt's political record editorially to
the extent of a column, and informs
him: "WTiat you most want is control
of the county organization, so that you
can use it, as you have for years, for

trading purposes with Tammany Hall."
"That's 'what the matter is,' Mr.
Piatt," says the Tribune, savagely,
"and that's the reason 'why we can't
get together.' "

Mr.. Milholland says that he knows
why Piatt made his reckless state¬
ments about bribery and corruption.
"He sees," declares Mr. Milholland, "at
last that a serious movement has
started again, and he fears a rival or-

nidation. He knov ~ that his own-

fraudulent organization will not stand
twenty-four hours if the decent people
in the party come to the front and
take an interest in fair play." Mr.
Brookfield asserts that Mr. Piatt's in¬
fluence is a standing menace to good
government, and that to him, more

than to any other person, belongs the

responsibility for the debauched and

degraded condition of Republican poli¬
tics in this county.

If Mr. Piatt were a sensitive person,
he might be distressed upon reading
all these unkind things about himself,
but sensitiveness is not one of his char¬
acteristics. He knew just what sort of
a storm his little interview with him¬
self would raise, and he was prepared
for it. The entire situation only seems

to emphasize what we have said be¬
fore, that Mr. Piatt Is an extraordi¬
narily cheeky person. If the Republi¬
can party really intends to deserve the
confidence of the people of this com¬

munity, it will devise some means of
getting rid of him. He is having alto¬
gether too much fun at the expense of
decent government.

An international tribunal, with the
man of "blood and iron" for Its Presi¬
dent, would be a strange spectacle.
Probably there is no man living who
more firmly believes in war than Bis¬
marck.

* j -

AN AMERICAN SPEAKS.
It will soon be in order for all the

querulous "anti-Jingos" who fell into
an ecstasy on hearing Senator Wol-
cott's pro-English speech on the Davis
resolution, to rage and roar at Senator
Thurston, of Nebraska. For he has
actually dared to stand up boldly in
his place in the Senate and enunciate
plain American sentiment, undisguised
by foreign frills. He feels it unneces¬

sary to apologize for being a patriotic
defender of his native land. It does not
bring the blush of shame to his cheek
to remember that his ancestors were

Puritans; that they settled in this coun¬

try two centuries and a half ago; that
they were not colonists who left the
mother country loving it and desiring
to promote its greatness at their own

expense, but that they were stern men

who turned their backs on their old
home because of the oppression and
intolerance which persecuted them
there.
He is not abashed by the fapt that

his great-grandfather and his grand¬
father handled the old flintlocks against
the British in the Revolution. He
does not go about the world with a

perpetual apology that he was not born
English written on his face. He'is a

man of his time, a son of his country/
and willing to abide by the result of
his opinions. In a question which
rises above the stormy level of party
politics he takes a correct and firm at¬
titude, and recognizes that the time
has come for the affirmation by Con-

gress of the Monroe doctrine. He is
an American, and he stands by the
declaration of "America for Amer
cans!" Who that has a patriotic sou

will blame him for it?

A vigorous opposition to the Project
tor a new municipal building is based
on the fact that the "reform party
has already increased our expenses
about $7,000,000-

WHAT UNCLE SAM OWES US.
If our representatives succeed in per¬

suading Congress to build a Custom
House that will be a credit to the archi¬
tecture of the city, they will have done
a service to the country as well as to
the metropolis. As a matter of right
New York is entitled to a Federal
building of beauty as slight recom¬

pense, at least, for being compelled to
have at a prominent point the Post
Office architectural freak. A Custom
House edifice, massive in its propor¬
tions and designed with a view to

pleasing the eye as well as providing
room for the transaction of the increas¬

ing business of the customs service,
would be the best evidence that the
Government regrets having handi¬
capped New York's advancement in

architecture by the erection of the ele¬
phantine structure designed by Mullett.
The retention of the imposing front

of the old Custom House building in
the new one, as proposed, would tend
to increase its historical interest. And
besides there is an impression that
architects of to-day, who devote their
talents in the design f of entrances
chiefly to devising convenient storm
doors, would be unable to improve on

the present front. Wall Street men

may not appreciate it, for they see lit¬
tle of beauty in anything but gold
now, A few other Gothamites care

for sentiment, and a retention of the
old in the new would keep the present
building ever in memory.

The closing of the police lodging
houses to tramps should be followed
by a measure expelling Weary Wrag-
gles and his colleagues from the me¬

tropolis.

A "BOOM" IN DANGER.
There is commotion in Albany. The

Morton boom is in danger. The Re¬
publicans who refuse to accept any¬
thing, even advice, from the hands of
Mr. Mephistopheles Piatt,, say that
they will repudiate a Morton candi¬
dacy if he brings It forward. Others
say that Mr. Piatt cares nothing for
the wise old Governor and his Presi¬
dential aspirations, but that he has
simply used it as a means of manu¬

facturing a solid "Piatt delegation,
which can be delivered at short order
to Reed or any other promising candi-
date.
Both suggestions are redolent 01 tne

insincerities of politics, and will doub\-
less impress the sage of Ellerslie witi
the feeling that If he wants any trai-
quillity from now to next June, hi
would better securely rope his "boom,"
pack it away in a cedar-wood chest,
and forget all about it for another four
years.

The chief engineer who has designed
maps for underground rapid transi: is
still talking before the Commissioners.
Meantime rapid transit is to be found
nowhere except on these maps.

Senator Hoar has done his full duty
by Armenia. Now let him take a day
off from that subject, and devote a lit¬
tle earnest support to the bill which
would render that crowning infamy of
the persecutors of labor.the "sweat
shop".impossible forevermore.

The Armenian resolutions are a credit
to Congress and the nation. There Is
little doubt that the President will sign
them, for they embody a request for
justfce. Nor does there seem the small¬
est danger of any "entangling alli¬
ance." If Turkey does not accord
proper treatment to our citizens within
her boundaries, we are perfectly able
to reach and punish her without en¬

tangling ourselves in British or any
other co-operation.

Judging from reports which have
arisen since the investigation of
charges against General Austin La-
throp, Superintendent of State Prisons,
Clinton Prison, on the bleak tableland
of Dannemora, must be rather an in¬
viting place for convicts anxious for
amusement. It is said that convicts
are often met two or three miles from
the prison driving out. Sometimes
gentlemen in stripes have been seen

having a quiet game of ball.doubtless
with no unpleasant thoughts of ball
and chain suggested by .it. Convicts
hunting in the woods adjacent to the
prison are not unfamiliar spectacles.
All this seems to demand an explana¬
tion. While there is no need to tor¬
ture unfortunate prisoners by unusual
harshness, too much leniency is certain
to produce bad results.

Senator Lodge has harnessed to¬
gether the project of a popular loan
and that of coast defences, and is test¬
ing the team to see how it will pull.
By his bill one hundred millions in
three per cent bonds redeemable in
twenty years are to be offered at par
to the people, in denominations of from
fifty to one thousand dollars, and the
money thus raised is to be devoted to
the perfection of our coast defences.
It is proposed to open subscriptions
early next July at all the sub-treasu¬
ries and at every national bank in the
country, and the bonds can be pur¬
chased "in lawful money of the United
States." By subscribing to this Io£n
the masses would be investing in prep¬
arations for their own security. It will
be interesting to note the treatment of
this bill by the other Senators and
Representatives who have contrived
less practical measures for procuring
a really "national" loan.

They Failed to Find Riches on

the Island of Cocos, Near
Costa Rica.

German Families Joined the Expe¬
dition Fitted Out Here by

Ehlers and Giesler.

J6HN WEDER'S APPEAL FOR HELP.

Says His Comrades Have Not Had a Square
Meal Since They Reached Their

Destination and Now He Wants
to Get Back Home.

WANTED.German families for tbe South, to
cultivate farms. Inquire at Mr. R. Weiden's,
No. 12 4th ave.

The foregoing, announcement appeared
last Fall in a local newspaper, and persons
who made inquiries at the place indicated
were referred to Henry Ehlers, furniture
dealer, at Walker and Centre streets.
Ehlers, it seems, had secured a patent from
the Costa Rlcan Government for the re¬

claiming of the island of Cocos, and, to¬
gether with a Mr. Giesler, fitted out an ex¬

pedition composed of many Germany fam¬
ilies. Nothing was ever heard of these fam¬
ilies. Nothing was heard of these fam-
butcher, at No. 282 Park place, Astoria,
L. I., received the following letter from one
of his friends who joined the expedition:
Dear Friend August.I desire to Inform you

briefly of the sad plight my family and I are
in. 1 had no opportunity to do so until to-day.
when a ship touched at this island. The
wretched company even neglected to provide us
with sufficient food, and by the end of October
every morsel was gone without our having had
even a single square meal. The company there¬
upon constructed a vessel and sent four men to
Costa Rica for provisions. They returned to-day
with three other men, but with scarcely enough
provisions for three mouths. You can have no
idea of how we suffered from hunger in the last
eight weeks. The rifle you gave me was a most
fortunate thing for us. as I was enabled to shoot
several ground hogs.
Dear friend, please make some effort to find

some relative of mine; or if you and your
brother will help me to get away from here by
some passing vessel I shall be everlastingly
thunTiful to you. I need $30 to get to Costa
Rica. I would return the money as soon as I
could get to work again to earn something. I
am a slave here. If somebody would only find
it in his heart to send me the money within
two months. I wish you all a happy new year,
and conclude with regards from us all.

JOHN WEDER.
Cocos Island, Costa Rica, Central America.

Dec. 22, 1895.
The only relative of Weder's whom Baer

knew was a Mrs. Stahel, a sister, who had
just returned from Switzerland, and she
called upon Mr. Baer yesterday. She said
last night at her home, No. 915 Melrose
avenue, that she had immediately gone to
Weiden's store. He told her, she said, that
he had not had anything to do with the
expedition, and had only accommodated
Ehlers and Giesler by allowing applicants
to inquire of him as to where they could
obtain full information.
Mr. Weiden said last night that Ehlers

had gone to Florida. He afterward admit¬
ted that Ehlers had returned ten days
ago from Cocos Island, but that he did not
know his present address.
"If you want to get his address," said

Weiden. "go to Edward F. Tlmme, of the
upholstery firm of Jaeger & Tlmme, No.
413 Broome street. I know very little
about the whole affair, except that I have
heard that the Costa Itican Government
has gone back upon its promises, but I
have been informed that it has since then
redeemed them."
Mr. Timme, at his home, No. 118 East

One Hundred and Fourteenth street, said:
"I really don't know at what hotel Mr.

Ehlers is stopping. Neither am I familiar
with the details of the Cocos Island expe¬
dition. But I have heard Mr. Ehlers
speak very enthusiastically of it. He tells
me that it has a brilliant future if the
colonizers will only persevere."

More or Less in
the Public Eve.

I General John M. Schofleld is visiting Florida
for the first time since early in the fifties,
where he went as a lieutenant Just from West
Point to regulate the Seminoles. His special
chum In those days was A. P. Hill, then a lieu¬
tenant in the same company, afterward the
famous Confederate General. It was in the
house of Hill's father (at Culpepper, Va.) that
General Schofleld drank his first mint julep.
Cecil Rhodes, the South African millionaire, is

the son of an English clergyman, went to Oriel
College, at Oxford, and spent a good deal of
the first part of his life getting rich, chieflv
through the Dfc Beers South African diamond
mines. He is only forty-three. He has been
practically master of South Africa.

M. de Kotzebue, the new Russian Minister,
who has just reached Washington, is a cousin
of Prince Cantacuzene, whom he succeeds. He
Is fifty-eight years old, of medium height, and
wears a gray beard. M. de Kotzebue was once
a midshipman on the frigate Polkan, and at
an Egyptian port met the girl who became his
wife. She was the daughter of a Russian
Consul, and persuaded him to giva up the navy
for the diplomatic service. He was counsellor
and first secretary to the Myscovito "mbassy
at Paris for a long time. His grandfather, M.
de Kotzebue, was a navigator, who voyaged
around the world, being one of the first Rus¬
sians to enter Japan.
Dr. Henry Leffmann, of Philadelphia, has pre¬

pared some statistics to show the value of pure
water as based on the cost of typhoid fever.
Philadelphia had over 4,500 tvphoid cases last
year. The average cost of each case for physi¬
cians. medicine and nursing Dr. Leffmann puts
at $100, or a total of $450,000. This repre¬
sents the direct money cost of typhoid fever.a
disease which is the legitimate fruit of impure
water.

Felix Moral, a Berlin capitalist, has obtained
from the Shah of Persia a concession for the
building of a railway between Bagdad and Te¬
heran, the concession to hold for seventy-five
years. Moral has the privilege of charging'tolls
and of erecting any kind of a transport service.
steam or electric. He has also the right to build
a steam or electric road to the northern sub¬
urbs of the Persian capital. It is believed he
will make a large fortune.

Word Duels.
[St. Louis Globe-Democrat.]

"Cussin' out" used to be one of the ways of
settling controversies in the Ozark country. It
orlginatod with old Uz Findley and John Carter.
The Findleys came from Georgia. Old Uz took
a great interest in politics, and wherever he
went he was followed by a venerable negro
named Bosen, whose duty It was to steer his
master home when he needed help. At one
of the earlier elections old Uz and John Carter
became very angry with each other. It looked
as if nothing but a' fight could settle the issue
between them, when suddenly old Uz shouted:
"Mr. Carter, stand and be cussed."
Carter removed his hat, walked out about

ten paces from the crowd, and told old Uz
to go ahead. Findley removed his hat and
walked out in front of Carter and said, with
deliberation and emphasis:

'..Mr. Carter. If this earth was one piece of
parchment and the sea one basin of ink and
every quill upon earth was onp qtiill and I had
the power to use that quill, ttfat parchment and
that ink would fall short, sir, of being able to
describe the corruption of your old heart, sir."
Carter said.never a word, but stood with un¬

covered head, until Uz was through. Then he-
said: ,
"Mr. Findley, stand, sir, until I cuss you."

old Uz bowed his head and carter said:
"Mr. Findley, had I ail the talent ever pro¬

duced in Europe and America combined in a
solid phalanx and was to undertake to speak
of you. I would than fall short of describing
the corruption of your old heart, sir."
This settled the difficulty. The two men re¬

sumed friendly relations. The custom of "cus¬
sin' 6ut" was thus introduced in the Ozark
country.

Thirteen Terms.
fUtica Press. 1

Speaker Fish declares, long enough beforehand
to have it thoroughly understood, that he will
not gain be a candidate for either house of the
Legislature. He has been elected thirteen times
a member of the Assembly. Senator Coggeshall
is the only man who has served more years than
the Speaker. Mr. Fish is a candidate for Gov¬
ernor, and promises to make an active and
energetic canvass. It is said he will b-ive first
place or none.

"The Gountess Gucki."
It Is occasionally agreeable to hark back
o the good old rimitive love notions, with
heir happy lack of problematic embroidery
md their arch simplicity of expression. It
s frequently refreshing to forget the braln-
orturing problems of the hour, and to give
ip trying to decide whetner the adulterous
vife shall be taken back to her husband's
ireside; whether the heroine who told her
ove beneath the influence of her lover's
Jhampagne, was really to be blamed or

lot. For such restful purposes, for such
nomentary retrogression, as it were, "The
Jountess Gucki," produced for the first
:ime at Daly's Theatre last night, will
irobably prove useful.
It is what you might call a pleasant little

5lay, with sedative qualities and "old com-

;dy" pretensions that are not at all ob¬
jectionable. According to Mr. Daly's always
confidential programme "The Countess
3uckl" Is the work of Franz von Schon-
;han, who dedicated his play to Miss Ada
Rehan. If the prolific Franz really did this,
ind positively declines to accept royalties for
t, or "money down," and all that sort
)f sordid thing.well, the presentation of
such a play is a decidedly Interesting event.
If however, he merely wrote It for Miss
Rehan, doing the dedicatory act to the
tune of American greenbacks, the affair
oses a good deal of its significance, and
svill be the cause of many annoyances, for
tve shall have "dedications" by the score,
md every Tottie Coughdrop who produces
i farce comedy will announce it as a dedl-
:ation.
Mr. Daly adapted "The Countess Gucki,"

ind I presume that he also dedicated his
idaptation to Miss Rehan, who was cer¬

tainly the heroine of the evening. The
play is a slight and rather amusing com¬

edy, devoid of plot, but containing several
pretty episodes. It is tepid in its senti¬
ments, dellciously lukewarm in Its amatory
Incidents, and the ohill has been taken off
Its Teutonic humor by that subtlest of
humor-skimmers, Mr. Daly.
Miss Rehan forsakes her teens in "The

Princess Gucki," which Is something to be
thankful for. It shows that Franz von
Schonthan has seen this charming actress
and thinks too well of her to render her
ridiculous. They are gallant In Germany,
and do not labor under the fond delusion
that & woman should play hoydens and
school girls all her life. Miss Rehan is in
fact twenty-six In this comedy, and she
speaks of her salad days. Nobody will
find any fault with this Innovation, and
when the daring playwright bobs up with
audacity enough to picture Miss Rehan as

a thlrty-year-older, well.nobody will find
any fault with that, either.
The role of Countess Gucki, which is a

sort of pet name given to Hermance Tra-
chau, because she has eyes that stare, and
peep, and search, is a trivial one for an
actress of the undeniable powers of Miss
Rehan. All that she is called upon to do
is to fence in pretty girlish amatlveness
with the reckless young Bruno von Neuhoff
and "think up schemes" to outwit him in
his violent struggle for her affections. It is
all simplicity Itself, absurdly beneath the
dignity of the conspicuous lady of "The
Taming of the Shrew," and of the all-per¬
vading Lady Teazle. Yet Miss Rehan was

decidedly charming. The moods, the caprices
and the femininities of the fascinating were

portrayed as probably no other and younger
actress cbuld have portrayed them. The
simpering ingenue of twenty-one would
have giggled, in ecstatic bread-and-butter
ism through them. The illusion of a juven¬
escent appearance was lacking in Miss
Rehan, but in this particular role we hard¬
ly noticed It. Compared with her role in
"The Transit of Leo," Miss Rehan's part
was delectably appropriate.
And then the wily Von Schonthan whipped

his scene back to the early decades of the
century. It all took place in 1819, and there
were the quaint costumes, with the short
waists and the tight sleeves, that are half
the battle in the case of the old comedies.
Miss Rehan dresses so atrociously in plays
of the present time, and compares so un¬

favorably with her associates in that re¬

spect, that it Is a pleasure to see her saze in
the non-exacting costumes that were popu¬
lar with grandmamma. A "costume play"
has a better chance at Daly's Theatre now¬

adays than an 1806 affair, for Mr. Daly evi¬
dently scorns the fever of progress and Is
much more comfortable among the has-
beens. As far as "The Countess Gucki"
goes, this statement contains no reproach.
Charles Richman, who has been very

unhappy of late.for he "supported" Mrs.
Langtry, and wore a $4.90 Bowery suit of
clothes in her Trouville play.made his first
appearance with the Daly company, and
was surprisingly and completely successful.
Daly has a benign Influence upon unap¬
preciated people. What it is I cannot ex¬

plain, but it is certainly a benign Influence.
Under his management Miss Maxlne Elliott
has loomed up as an actress, and now Mr.
Richman appears upon the horizon armed
for the fight. James Lewis and Mrs. Gil¬
bert played familiar parts. Edwin Stevens
contributed his usual tiresome imitation
of E. J. Henley In. "Glorlana," and a

young woman named Helma Nelson played
an ingenue with a thick and throaty voice.
"Ther-Countess Gucki" will not cause even

the faintest ripple of excitement on the
theatrical sea. It is just a harmless little
comedy for the very youngest and most
unsophisticated sort of person-ette.

ALAN DALE.

Murat Halstead's Mission.

[Prom the Worcester (Mass.) Telegram.]
The New York Journal is the sensation

of the day in New York journalism. It
has attached to the staff about all the
great newspaper specialists in the country.
Its latest acquisition is Murat Halstead,
who has sailed for Cuba to describe the

closing scenes in the successful struggle
for Cuban independence.

Political Amenities.
[New Haven News.]

Thomas C. Piatt says that New York City was

never more corruptly governed than at the
present time. Mayor Strong retorts by agree-
In?: to pay $1,500 if Mr. Piatt's charges are
proven. It is really Bad to see two such old
members of the same political household en¬
gage in a quarrel.

.Justice Pield.
[Morning Oregonlan.]

Justice Field will not retire from the Su¬
preme Bench so long as he is able to sit on it
without falling off. And nobody wants him to
retire except ambitious Jurists who want his
place.

Iron City Humor,
[Pittsburg Press.]

The salary which Alfred Austin receives, to¬
gether with the specimens of his muse, show
him to be a low-rate poet rather than a poet
laureate.

A Little Picnic.
[Portland Oregonlan.]

The British flying squadron Is not meant as

i menace to anybody. The ships are mere pleas¬
ure yachts, and they are going on a little pic¬
nic somewhere, the Lords of the Admiraltv are
not certain just where*

Letters from
the People.

May Be Open, but Not to Sell Liquor.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Will you kindly let me know through

your paper if u delicatessen store is allowed to

keep open on Sunduy evening? I have one and I
don't keep open, but I see other stores open,
lights lit and selling. A policeman tries our
doors, and on the next block they are open.
1 lease answer and oblige a constant reader of
your paper. DELICATESSEN STORE.
New York. Jan. 26, 1S96.

Stock Catch Question.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.A number of readers of your valua¬

ble paper were discussing a legal question the
other day which we refer to you to decide. Un¬
der the laws of the State of New York, can a

man marry his widow's sister? If you will an¬
swer this you will greatly oblige

MATRIMONIAL.
[This question Is too apparently a hoax to

deserve a serious answer.]
A Question of Etiquette.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Being a constant reader of your val¬

uable paper, I would be pleased to have you
answer, through the columns of the Journal, as

to the proper course to pursue regarding an In¬
vitation to an afternoon reception, either ac¬
cepting or declining the invitation. Please an¬
swer and oblige a constant reader X Y Z
Stamford, Conn., Jan. 26, 1S9G.
[If the invitation bears the letters "R. S.

1'." a reply in writing Is, of course, neces¬
sary, whether you accept or dccllne. Otherwise
the proper thing is to send your personal card If
you do not go and send nothing if you accept.]

In Behalf of Free Cuba.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.It Is time that the Cubans were

recognized as belligerents. Public opinion de¬
mands it, and their daring deeds with a scanty
armament have shown the world what they
could do if they had arms and ammunition in
plenty. As it is, without cannon, and armed
only with the traditional machete, a few old
muskets and still fewer modern rifles, they
have not only held at bay an army 200,000
strong, but they have swept over the Island from
Cape Mays! to Cape San Antonio.

It is asserted that could they arm them they
would have to-day an army superior in num¬
ber and lighting qualities to the combined forces
of volunteers and Spanish regulars.
It is true, they hold no town of importance

and no seaport; but, It is equally true that
nearly all the towns and villages in the Island
are and have been at one time or other in their
possession, and the reason they don't occupy
Uiem permanently is their lack of artillery. All
the country places have been made to pay
tribute to their victorious cohorts, and the plan¬
ters cannot grind the cane or gather their
tobacco crops without their permission.
In vain Dupuy de Lome tries to palliate the

real situation by saying that the Spaniards have
been taken by surprise in the Havana and Pinar
del Rio provinces, and that Maximo Gomez and
Antonio Maceo are now penned in in such a
manner that they cannot escape utter destruc-
tion. But Antonio Maceo and Maximo Gomez
have not been caught yet, and the blow to the
Spanish prestige and rule, to say nothing of the
material loss suffered In the country at large
by the successful raids of the Cuban leaders, is
the prelude of Spanish colonial disintegration on
this continent.
Were the patriots recognized now as belliger¬

ents -hey would be enabled to get arms and
ammunition of which they are now in sore need,
and make short work of the Spanish dominion
in America. In the name of humanity let us
hasten to recognize their belligerency. Indiffer¬
ence at this critical moment is a crime against
the Cubans and liberty, and carries with it the
Implied surmise (if not admission) that the
greatest of republics in the world sides with
the most retrograde monarchy in Europe.
As for you, Mr. Editor, continue to agitate

this question In the future, as you have done
in the past; make It your "Delenda Carthago."
Ierbaps our legislators, stung to the quick by
the hnesse of your sarcasms, may come yet to
a sense of their duties' and save the country
from an everlasting shame, should historians
write in after years that Cuba achieved her in¬
dependence without our help or sympathy
Brooklyn, Jan. 26. g. q.
Praise from a Choctaw Citizen.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir: Allow me to congratulate you on

your editorial of this morning's paper on "A
Cas» of Honor." In my opinion.and I speak
for many citizens.the Indians have been greatly
imposed upon the past few years by the Ttilted
States Government. They have broken their

atKl the Past year the Dowes Com¬
mission has been in the Territory treating with
the Indians for allotment. The Indians are verv
anxious to hold their land in common, as they
have always done, and have rejected all nro-

o?8ar^rimatIe. byJhe United States Government,
or, rathei, the Dowes Commission. Am glad to
see the papers take this matter up. "it is a

good tiling, push it along."
Yours truly, "A CHOCTAW CITIZEN."

Columbia College, in the City of New York
University Faculty of Philosophy, No. 447
Lexington avenue, January 7, 1806.

In Defence of Novelist Allen.
Editor Journal:
Dear sir "That vividly unpleasant writer,

Mr. James Lane 4Ilen, brings 'Butterflies: A
lale of Nature,' to the disagreeable stage after
a page of farmyard photography."

This,
^

from "Literary Shop-Talk" in last
Sunday's Journal In review of the current Cos-

theP°i ?alii if re.n1rl£able for the reason that
(

description."vividly unpleasant writer"
is absolutely inconsistent with fact, un<l cre¬
ates the presumption that the critic is not
sufficiently well acquainted with Mr. Alien s

7aopinion warranted the risk of

cm/"}! ha<! *he hardihood to commit him-
? u <

80 reTeals the fact that the llt-
~ m ?

one p bas reuched that disa-

fstabiKshed °0t antlclPatea w*>en It was

A celebrated author once saw fit to devote
fi01n? attention to his critics under the cap-

English Bards and Scotch Reviewers,"
and therein gave utterance to some opinions
that when not inaptly quoted must sound verv
uisagredable to the trainers of unjust and un-
pleasant criticism.for instance, this:

A man must servo his time to ev'ry trade
Ce"sure~<-'rit^,8 all are ready made."

11 -f?n 8 aMertion cannot be accepted
that all critics are ready made, yet it is here
confidently asserted that the opinion that

wr^r-'^nvi f
18 11 "vividly unpleasant

1 11 ,
could not possibly have been ex¬

pressed by a critic who had served his time
and is veracious.

admirers of Mr. Allen's work.and they
are becoming a very Respectable number.will
be, annoyed by the Journal writer's inconsider¬
ate fling only for the reason that it is calcu-
lated to create hurtful prejudice in the minds

ff P?.n°^ m w.*}om the writings of the author
tL .tterflies are as yet unknown. The
Journal has conveyed a wrong impression ttiat
. ¦I 4 d be swift to correct. It has put Mr
Allen in an almost Impossible class. A pleas-
ant writer may write disagreeable things but
to denominate one an "unpleasant writer"

wjs.PS as one wbo does "°t write other-

i iiose who read the leading magazines.culti-
nrrLwt1^ nT 1n0t read tlie disagreeable
product of an unpleasant writer (who will?),

. e..n,uy be Vividly unpleasant; the
condnctora of the magazines do not seek nor
Wlllthey accept the manuscript of that class,
; ls ,such a clnss- Mr. Allen has been
if evidence in a half dozen o'f the highest class
of magazines published in this country H-ir-
Per & Brothers have published six of his stories
that appeared in the Century and Harper's
Magazine in a volume. Periodicals devoted
exclusively to literary review and discussion
have paid their meed of praise to his artistic
and scholarly work.
"The conductors of this magazine." said

Lippincotts, "think with Mr. Allen that he

hnf o,|M,rnri. work than 'John Grey;'
4.

e motJern cast, and ap-
peals chiefly to such as care for what M.
S cai.s practical psychology. * * * In
de.icacy, purity and sweetness neither Mr. Al-
\Vs nor nr?-v °tl>er of our writers has surpassed
this simple story. ? * « The passage about
mil' school house and its frequenters, in the
first chapter, will bear comparison with any¬

thing of its kind in English prose "

Mr Allen has the delightful habit of appear¬
ing in print not too often, hut when he does,
the readers of his earlier stories are sure to
confirm their first views of his work in finding

continuance of that ornate vet stroncr and

ariy artist'8*1 Sty'e that charactp'rizes the schol-

As to "jlutterflies" the prelude Itself deserves
to aovance the author still further in profes-
atonal rank. It is an exquisite gem, a veri¬
table poem in prose.a lilt of eloquent meta¬
phor descriptive of a yellow sail fleet on the
warm sea of air, illustrating in the crossing
of each others paths, the dashing into one
another, or the locking together of some two
who chance to be mutually attracted and go
wandering, by as one the attractions, repul-
slons and selections of the human race
New York, Jan. 28. 1890. F. H. CRAWFORD.

Both lUunt Take Out First Papers.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.You will greatly oblige me by an¬

swering the following questions through the
columns of your valuable paper: My father is
not a naturalized citizen. He has been in this
country about twelve years. Can he l>e natural¬
ized immediately or must he take out his first
papers? If, in the lattter case, will the taking
out of the first papers suffice for the naturalisa¬
tion of his son. so that he may be admitted to
enter a civil service examination? The son ar¬
rived in this country when ten years of age
and is now twenty. Hoping to find the answers
to the above in your valuable paper, I remain

'yours truly, A B
'

Gaught in the
Metropolitan Whirl.

"I haf asked at least von tousand bee-
pies," said the eminent but disgusted mu¬
sician, "vot shall be der Amerigan na¬
tional instrument, und dey alles tell me,
der panjo. Der panjo! Gott in himmel,
vot a beeples! Ve haf our saxe-horns, de
French haf der clarionet, de Italians der
viola, de Spanish der mandollna, de Swltz-
er der zither, de Hungarians der dulci¬
mers, de Anglische haf der vife und
drum, and you, vot haf you.de panjo!
Do you know dot makes me schmlle
.a great beeples like der American
beeples mlt a tum-tum, blanker-blanker
ting like dot for national Instrument?
Would you know, I haf never yet heard a
panjo in tune. Efery time one string or
anoder string was wrong, und to one vive
minute of blaying dere is twenty-vlve min¬
ute of tuning.und den der little octave
string, vot you call der blnkie, vas always
some leedle oop or some leedle down. It
is sooch a Tunny instrument, too; ach, now,
I tell you treullch, all der tunes on de
panjo soundt alike. I haf hear one big
panjo blayer.my vrfendt, I swear to you
he vas called a virtuoso on der brogram.
and he blay 'Oh, Bromise Me' mlt varia¬
tions, and a naket-vooted tanz of de ne¬
groes, vot you call a preaktown, und I
gannot say vich vos vich. It vos alles
blunky-blunky, except dose times ven it
vos blenkety-blenk-bienk. Vy done you
American beeples Invent some Instru¬
ment dot shall vorthy be? You invent
everything like no odder beeples invent, ex¬

cept in Instruments. Vy done you vellers
get some genius that vlll invent a national
instrument that vos not so awful vunny as

der panjo?"
...

Not in years has skating been as popular
as It is this Winter, and it Is probable that
next'year it will become almost as much of
a craze as bicycling was last Summer.
Twenty odd
years ago,
when there
was a skating
pond on the
site of t h e (p /
Windsor Ho-
tel. the sport
was popularjj
with all class¬
es of society,
but during the
past decade it
has been
crowded out
by other forms
of amusement that have captured the
public fancy. It is a noteworthy fact
that the skate most in vague to-day is very
much like that of our forefathers and is
fastened to the foot, not by means of
clamps, but by a screw driven into the
heel. It is several inches longer than the
ordinary club ^kate, and as the fastest
time can be made with it, no small boy in
the town is satisfied until he has persuaded
his father to present him with a pair. It
is not at all unlikely, in view of this con¬

dition of things, that the whirligig of time
will once more bring to the surface of
metropolitan life the once familiar figure of
the boy with one skate exercising fiercely-
In frozen gutters.

...
One of the members of the Lyceum The¬

atre Company said yesterday: "It was a

long while before I could understand why
a Saturday night audience at -Cur house was

so much colder and more difficult to please
than that of any other night in the week.
It Is really a fact that the people who come

on that night are far more exacting in their
demands on the actors and more chary of
their applause than those who come on other
nights, and one day I asked Dan Prohman
to explain it if he could. 'Why, we charge
half a dollar more for our seats on that
night,' said Mr. Frohman, 'and they want
the full worth of their money; that's all.'
And I'm sure he's right."

?
* *

A woman who has spent most of her
life in a small town situated in the peace¬
ful valley of the Mohawk came to New
York recently to visit a friend who belongs

,.to the order of advanced or progressive wo¬

manhood. The morning after her arrival
the lady of the Mohawk was taken to a

lecture given by Mrs. Jenness Miller on

the Important subject of feminine attire.
In the evening she heard Bob Ingersoll lec¬
ture on his favorite topic. She went to
bed in a dazed condition, and at a very
early hour in the morning was heard mov¬

ing uneasily about her room. Her hostess
went to her at once and found her walking
up and down, muttering to herself In de¬
spairing accents: "No God! No shimmie!
No shimmie! No God!" The faith of a

lifetime had been shattered.

There is one American product which is
exported largely to the East by Chinese
merchants doing business In Mott street,
and which, although commonplace enough
in the eyes of
those who dig
It in the moun¬
tainous regions
where it
abounds, is re¬

garded with
superstitfo u s

awe by the in¬
habitants o f
the Flowery'
Kingdom, who
use it as a pan¬
acea for all
ills. In "T&nis
the Sang-Dig-
ger" Amelie Rives-Chanler has described
the habits of the people who live by dig¬
ging the ginseng root, but it is scarcely
probable that any of those rustics have any
idea of the part that it plays in a Chinese
household, where it is known as the "man-,
root," because of the resemblance that it
frequently bears to the human form. It is
a universal medicine among the poorer
classes, and when made into a sort of tea
Is regarded with high favor as a beverage
for slaking the thirst and prolonging the
life of any one stricken with mortal illness.
It is found in nearly all the mountainous
regions of the United States and shipped
through commission merchants to the
Chinese exporters in this city. There has
been much complaint among the Celestial
dealers lately because of an Inferior sort of
root which has been sent to this country
in large quantities from Japan, and is
worth only 40 V;ents a pound, whereas the
American root costs ten times as much
and the Corean variety sells for $35 a

pound. The Chinese colony of New York
consumes large quantities of ginseng every
year, and the remainder of the crop is sent
to China, with the exception of a small
quantity that is used in certain American
prescriptions, for within the past few
years our physicians have taken cognizance
of its undoubted medicinal virtues.

Oar Ex-Preoidents.
[Boston Journal.]

"What shall we do with our ex-Presidents?"
"Our ex-Presidents" u* b« taking care
of himself.


